
2026 MIGRANT EDUCATION PROGRAM STATE CONFERENCE “EDUCATION WITHOUT BORDERS” 

 This schedule shows the sessions that are offered as of August 5, 2026.  Subject to change.  Check www.msdr.org for latest conference information. 

LOCATION Room A Room B Room G1 Room G2 Room H Room I SUITE 100 & 600 

Session Strand #1 
9:15-10:15 AM 

60 minutes 

Updates to the Service 
Delivery Plan and Evaluation 

Robert Reichardt, Brianna Sailor 
APA Consulting 

Audience: Federal Program Directors, 
Administrators 

This session will repeat 
 

Born Two Centuries Too Late 
Tyrone Ross Thompson 

Audience: General 

MSIS Kickoff: 
Updates, Tasks, and Timelines 

Alvina Ocegueda, 
Laura Sandoval, 
Tina Mortensen 

Audience:  Records Clerk 

The Four Models of Effective 
Recruitment in Migrant Education 

Evelyn Arevalo 
Elevated Recruitment Services 

Audience:  Recruiters 

 
Empowering the Migrant Academic 

Journey 
Eva Tzib, 

Angelica Hernandez, 
Ana Mendoza 

Audience:  MGS, MSA 

Beyond the Checkbox: Services 
vs. Activities in MEP 

Gaby Fernandez, 
Maria Navarrete 
Audience: General,  
Family Engagement 

 
Connecting Communities to Care: Community 

Health Plan and Network 
Chelsea Stone, 

Joshua Guajardo 
Audience: Health 

LOCATION Room A Room B Room G1 Room G2 Room H Room I SUITE 100 & 600 

Session Strand #2 
10:30-11:30 AM 

60 minutes 

From Compliance to Impact: 
Kickstarting the ear for 

Federal Program Leaders 
 

Lupe Mota, Cindy Cholico 
Audience: Federal Program Directors, 

Administrators 

TBA 
 

Ricardo Ruiz  

MSIS Updates and Preparing  
for the 2026-2027 School Year 

 
Maira Ruiz, Alvina Ocegueda  

Audience: Records Clerk 

Strengthening MEP Recruitment: 
Interactive Eligibility Bingo-Loteria   

 
Veronica Avila, Juan Maravilla, Olga Alvarado,  

Marilú Fernandez Silva, Valerea Cruz 
Audience: Recruiters 

PASS Curriculum:  
Rigor, Access, and Student Success 

 
Obed Moreno, Jessica Mendoza 

Audience:  MGS, MSA 

Opening Doors Early: The Power 
of Early Exposure for Migrant 

Youth 
Viviana Magallon 

Audience: General, MGS, MSA, FPD,  
Educator, Administrator 

Supporting Students Through a Gender-
Responsive Lens 

Maria Morales Sanchez 
 Audience: Educator, General 

 

 
 

DAY ONE:  THURSDAY, AUGUST 13, 2026  
7:00 AM to 3:30 PM 

Lobby 3 (in front of Room C & D) REGISTRATION 
Lobbies 2-4 EXHIBITS 

7:00 to 7:30 AM Room C & D BREAKFAST ON YOUR OWN | COFFEE & TEA 
7:30 to 8:00 AM Room C & D LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT—(Psh’wa) Rock George-Whitefoot, (Tamshãashu) Rose George-Whitefoot 

General Session  
8:00 to 9:00 AM 

Room C & D WELCOME GENERAL SESSION—Opening Remarks:  Steven Yager, Guest Speaker: Ricardo Ruiz, OSPI Speaker, Housekeeping Announcements 

9:00 - 9:15 AM Break/Transition 

10:15 AM - 10:30 PM Break/Transition 

11:30 - 11:45 AM Break/Transition 
General Session  
11:45 AM to 12:45 PM 

Room C & D Awards Luncheon—Host: Steven Yager, Student Performance: Anthony and Allison Godinez, Guest Student Speaker: Kenia Sevilla Lopez, MEP Staff Awards 
1:00 to 1:30 PM Exhibits | Transition 
LOCATION Room A Room B Room G1 Room G2 Room H Room I SUITE 100 & 600 

Session Strand #3 
1:30-2:30 PM 

60 minutes 

Updates to the Service 
Delivery Plan and Evaluation 

Robert Reichardt, Brianna Sailor 
APA Consulting 

Audience: Federal Program Directors, 
Administrators 

RIO Leadership:  
Elevating Your Voice 

 
Travis Ruhter, Sonia Servantes 

Audience: General, Educator 

The Ultimate Reporting Challenge 
 

Maira Ruiz  
Audience: Records Clerks 

Ensuring Equity Through  
Accurate Eligibility: Strengthening 

Title I, Part C Identification Practices 
with Interactive Learning 

Veronica Avila, Juan Maravilla, Olga Alvarado,  
Marilú Fernandez Silva, Valerea Cruz 

Audience: Recruiters 

Their Words, Their Futures:  
From Exposure to Action for  
Out-of-School Youth (OSY) 

 Before They Exit 
 

Mariana Gamino, Andrea Gonzalez  
 Administrator, Educator, General, MGS, MSA 

Leading with Confidence: 
Robert’s Rules of Order for 

Effective PAC Meetings 
 

Viviana Magallon,  
Faviola Martínez Bautista,  

Gaby Fernández  
Audience: General, MGS, MSA, FPD, Educator, 

Administrator 

This session will repeat 
 

 Cultivating Belonging:  
Social Emotional Learning  

for Migratory Students.  
Practical Strategies to Foster Resilience,  

Well-being, and Academic Success  
 

Dr. Pastora Hernández Barbee  
Audience: MGS, MSA, FPD, Educator, Administrator 

2:30 - 2:45 PM Break/Transition 
General Session  
2:45 to 3:45 PM 

Room C & D General Session with Guest Speaker: Steven Yager, Miguel Castillo, MAC Edu Strategic Partners, Day 2 Highlights 
4:00 PM DAY 1 complete, conference continues 

http://www.msdr.org/


2026 MIGRANT EDUCATION PROGRAM STATE CONFERENCE “EDUCATION WITHOUT BORDERS” 

This schedule shows the sessions that are offered as of August 5, 2026.  Subject to change.  Check www.msdr.org for latest conference information. 

 

DAY TWO:  FRIDAY, AUGUST 14, 2026  
7:30 to 8:00 AM Room C & D BREAKFAST ON YOUR OWN, COFFEE & TEA AVAILABLE 

Lobby 3 REGISTRATION 
Lobbies 2-4 EXHIBITS 

LOCATION Room A Room B Room G1 Room G2 Room H Room I 

Session Strand #4 
8:30-9:30 AM 

60 minutes 

Building Strong Migrant Education 
Programs as a New (1-3 years) 

Federal Program Director 
Enrique Lopez 

Audience: Federal Program Directors, Administrators 

Best Practices for Conducting  
Re-Interviews 

Evelyn Arevalo, 
Elevated Recruitment Services  

Audience: General, Recruiter, Administrator, Educator 

Repeat Session 
 

Born Two Centuries Too Late 
Tyrone Ross Thompson 

Audience: General 

The MEP Files:  
Solving the Mystery of FERs and 

Challenged COEs 
Elsa Aranda, Valerea Cruz  

Audience: Records Clerk,  
Federal Programs Director, Recruiter  

Success Stories of PASS:  
What’s Working and Why 

Obed Moreno,  
Jessica Mendoza  

Audience: MGS, MSA, FPD, Educator, Administrator   

 Building Futures Together:  
Career and Leadership Exploration for Middle School 

Migrant Students and Families  
Claudia Figueroa Dominguez, 

Edgardo De La Torre,  
Oscar Godinez  

 Audience: Gemera;. MGS, MSA, FPD, Educator, Administrator 

9:30 to 9:45 AM Break/Transition 
LOCATION Room A & B Room G1 Room G2 Room H Room I 

Session Strand #5 
9:45 AM -10:45 AM 

60 minutes 

Bridging the Gap Between Migrant Families and 
Education 

Miguel Castillo 
Audience: General, MGS, MSA, FPD, RT,  

Educator, Administrator 

Supporting Students Through a 
Gender-Responsive Lens 

Maria Morales Sanchez 
 Audience: Educator, General 

ECOE App No Stress, Just Success 
Alvina Ocegueda,  
Laura Sandoval, 
Adrian Sanchez 

Audience: Records Clerk, Recruiter,  
Federal Programs Director 

School Readiness: Strengthening Supports for Migratory 
Children Ages 3–5 

Heather Garcia-Mendoza,  
Maggie Mendoza,  
Kathy Anderson, 

Faviola Martinez Bautista 
Audience: MGS, MSA, FPD, Educator, Administrator   

Repeat Session 
 

 Cultivating Belonging:  
Social Emotional Learning  

for Migratory Students.  
Practical Strategies to Foster Resilience,  

Well-being, and Academic Success  
 

Dr. Pastora Hernández Barbee  
Audience: MGS, MSA, FPD, Educator, Administrator 

10:45 to 11:00 AM Break/Transition 
General Session  
11:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

Room C & D GENERAL SESSION & CLOSING—Opening Remarks:  Steven Yager, Guest Speaker: Evelyn Arevalo, Elevated Recruitment Services 
          Partner Awards: Community Health Plan Perseverance Award and Power of Community Scholarship 

12:00 PM END OF CONFERENCE: Please submit your overall conference evaluation. The evaluation will serve as your raffle ticket. 
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http://www.msdr.org/

